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Message from Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz

IN THIS ISSUE

Dear Neighbors,

Independence Day seems to take on a broader significance this year as we emerge 
from the pandemic and begin the second half of 2021.   

This year the City is hosting a Spirit of Patriotism Home Decorating Contest 
instead of having fireworks. I hope families will light up their front yards and compete 
to win one of two $100 gift cards for the best-decorated homes. My plan is to resume 
the traditional July 4th fireworks in 2022. 

The 55+ Lunch program will return to the Civic Center in August. The last 55+ Drive-through Lunch will 
be Tuesday, August 3, 2021. There will not be lunch service on Friday, August 6, because of Home Days. 

Starting August 10, Community Services will be offering light lunches inside the Civic Center every 
Tuesday and Wednesday and more hearty lunches on Fridays. The lunches will be dine-in only – no 
carryout or delivery. You can find a preview of the August menu inside on page ten. 

Home Days: Dancing in the Streets on August 6 and 7, 2021, will be two days of non-stop music, food, 
and fun! Find more information on page six. 

Until next month, take care and God Bless. 

Sincerely,

Art Show  7

Board of Zoning  26

Building Department  5

Calendar 28

Council Reports  16

Directors’ Reports  21

Elected Officials’ Reports  17

Fire Department  12

Home Beautification  5

Home Days  6

Important Numbers  2

Kiwanis Golf Outing  8

Kiwanis Korner  7

Planning Commission  26

Police Department  14

Senior Lunches  10

Service Department  15

Summer Concert Series  4

Summer Pet Safety  13

Cover photo by Linda Farace



JULY 2021   |  A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE CITY OF INDEPENDENCE4

City of Independence
2021 Summer Concert Series

Thursdays, July 1 – July 29, 7 – 9 pm
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy the free,  
live music! 

Thursday, July 1: Kurt Freeman
Food Trucks: Wrap It Up and Kona Ice
Elmwood Park U-10 Soccer Field 

Thursday, July 8: Chardon Polka Band
Food Truck: Barrio
Bandstand 

Thursday, July 15: Risk Factor
Food Truck: Cocky’s Bagels
Bandstand 

Thursday, July 22: The Nick Puin Band
Food Truck: Betty’s Bomb *** Burgers
Bandstand 

Thursday, July 29: The Brian Papesh Band
Food Truck: TBA
Bandstand 

In case of inclement weather, concerts will be held at the Kiwanis 
Pavilion. Call 216-524-7373 to confirm or visit our Facebook page 
for the latest updates: Facebook.com/IndependenceOHRec

FARM FRESH FRUITS 
AND VEGETABLES
Sundays 9 am - 1 pm

July 11th - September 19th
Old Middle School Property

6565 Brecksville Road

Luther Farms has been a family owned and 
operated, working farm since 1900. The Farm 
is approximately 400 acres and sells pumpkins, 
sweet corn, a full line of seasonal vegetables and 
fruits, as well as fresh bakery.

Congratulations, Kendall! 
Congratulations to Independence High School senior Kendall Grace Travarca who placed 7th 
at the JustWrite State Tournament last month. JustWrite, a Toledo-based nonprofit, created 
this competitive outlet for Ohio high school students to allow them to express their ideas, 
passions, and writing talents among peers. 

Students from 30 Ohio schools participated in the varsity level competition. Kendall was 
among 97 varsity writers in her category and earned the distinction of being one of Ohio's 
“top 10” best creative writers.  

In addition to earning a varsity letter for being on the competitive writing team at I.H.S., one of Travarca’s creative 
short stories, “You Can't Stop the Sand from Falling,” is being published in “Collection of Voices: A JustWrite 
Anthology.” 

This fall, Kendall will attend the College of Wooster where she plans to study archelogy. 
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Home Beautification Award
This is a friendly and spirited annual competition among Independence residents who share a love for 
landscape, plants, gardening, and general home upkeep.

Submissions will consider the following aspects of landscape design: curb appeal, visible maintenance of the 
property, combination of live plant material, originality, and friendliness to the environment. 

Two Award Categories: Owner Maintained and  
Contractor Maintained

Submission Guidelines: 
1.  Only Independence residences are eligible 
2.  Residences nominated must have prior  
 approval of the homeowner
3.  Three photos of various aspects of the property  
 must be submitted with the application

Applications are available online at www.IndependenceOhio.org and paper copies may be picked up at the 
Civic Center. Applications may be dropped off at the Civic Center or emailed to CS@IndependenceOhio.org. 
Application Deadline: July 15th, 2021

5

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

The City of Independence 
Ordinances regarding Garage 
Sales and Used Car Sales 
states that you must register 
for a permit at the Building 
Department. Residents can 

find applications for both permits on the City website. 
There is no fee for either permit.

Garage Sales
•  No person shall conduct a garage sale in the City more  
 than two times per calendar year.
•  The period of the sale(s) shall not be more than three  
 consecutive days.
•  The sale(s) shall be held on a Thursday, Friday, and/ 
 or Saturday.
•  The sale(s) shall be held only between the hours of  
 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

The information needed to register: 
•  Address of the sale
•  Name and phone number of the owner or contact  
 person for the sale. 
•  Dates and times of the sale.

Sale of a Used Vehicle
The information needed to register:

•  Proof of residency and where the vehicle will be 
sold.
•  Proof of vehicle ownership, such as a title.

Used vehicle sale permits are valid for 30 days.

The Building Department is open Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. You may also 
contact us at 216-524-1019, email Building@
independenceohio.org, or visit our website at www.
independenceohio.org/Departments/Building
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Local organizations interested in being part of Home Days or in opportunities to fundraise should email Gayle 
Rudary at RudaryG@IndependenceOhio.org or Kathy Alexie at AlexieK@IndependenceOhio.org

Independence Home Days
Friday, August 6 from 6 – 11 PM
Saturday, August 7 from Noon - 11 PM
ELMWOOD PARK 

PLUS

Kidz Zone

In
fo

Bo
ot

h

Road Closed

Road Closed

Remote Control
Boats

25 & Alive

$

Road Closed

Rides

Rides

Food Trucks

Food Trucks

Fo
od

 T
ru

ck
s

Polka Band

Kiwanis
Beer

Garden

Polka Band

I.P.D./I.F.D.

Entertain.
Parking

Small Round Tables 
and Chairs

Em
er

ge
nc

y 
Ex

it

M
ai

n
Ba

nd
st

an
d

Sh
ut

tle
 S

er
vi

ce

Home Run Derby

Car Show

Golf
Volleyball
Corn Hole
Axe Throwing

Handicapped Shuttle
Service

Pool Parking

Handicapped

Parking

Additional Parking:
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• Fieldhouse
• Middle School
• Cleveland Clinic
• City Hall

Life Flight Landing Zone

Car Show Kidz Zone Children’s Rides 
Food Trucks Kids’ Foam Party Home Run Derby 
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DJ

Home Days 2021 will have two-days of non-stop music at Elmwood Park:
Friday, August 6
Gary Perl’s Rock-On DJ
Wayne Tomsic at the Civic Center 
The Avenue Band

Saturday, August 7
Gary Perl’s Rock-On DJ
Buzzy J & the Verbs
Pop Tarts
Alex Bevan
Caliber Band
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KIWANIS KORNER

300 Club Raffle
The sixth monthly 300 Club drawing was held during the 
Kiwanis meeting on Monday, June 14. Congratulations to 
the June winners:

$100 Jackie Horn
$75 Michael Mileca
$50 Bob Jordan 

2021 KIWANIS SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Congratulations to the winning recipients of one of the 
many Kiwanis Scholarships:

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPENT AWARD
Howard Benes Memorial Allison Ksiazka   $500
Edward & Ruth Wheaton  Rachel Belitz  $500
 Memorial
Jack Shallcross Memorial  P.J. Oschmann $500
George Spilker Memorial  Robert Sobczak   $500
George Spilker Memorial  Allison Ksiazka    $500
Bob Tubero Memorial  Grace Smotek   $500
Kiwanis Excellence  Allyssa Paslini  $1,000
Kiwanis Mel Kurtz  Patrick Firrel  $2,000

Dottie Ornas Memorial  Mia Tornowski  $500
Dottie Ornas Memorial  Anthony Trombetta  $500
John Scouloukas  Jamie Musni  $500
 Memorial

CLUB AND FOUNDATION ELECTIONS
Congratulations to the following members:

Officers
President - Chuck Ricco
President-elect - Chuck Soeder
Treasurer - Bruce Flower
Past President - Deborah Nicastro

Board of Directors
Two-year terms: Gil Freilino, Dave Faehnrich, Dale Veverka
One-year term: John Brunovsky, John Kapusta, Bill 
Morrison

The Independence Kiwanis Organization will celebrate 
its 70th anniversary on January 14, 2022. Discussions are 
underway to determine an appropriate way to celebrate this 
milestone. Stay tuned for more information. 

Art Show at Elmwood Park
Independence Primary School students created more than 
300 pieces of original art for the Annual Art Show at 
Elmwood Park in May. Families flocked to take pictures 
in front of the Cleveland Browns mural created by fourth 
graders. The 18 x 10 foot mural featured Browns’ players 
Nick Chubb, Baker Mayfield, Myles Garrett, and Coach 
Stefanski. Thanks to Art Teacher Mike Gruber who started 
the event in 2011.
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INDEPENDENCE KIWANIS FOUNDATION, INC.
www.independencekiwanis.com

Independence Kiwanis Foundation
Golf Outing 

Friday, August 20, 2021
Registration 9:00 a.m.      Shot Gun Scramble Start 10:00 a.m.
Briarwood Golf Club, 2737 W. Edgerton Rd., Broadview Hts.

The Annual Independence Kiwanis Golf Outing is back!  Our mission is to support the children of Veterans 
with scholarships and other much needed services.  Please join us on Friday, August 20, 2021 at Briarwood Golf 
Club, 2737 W. Edgerton Rd., Broadview Heights, Ohio. 

The Outing will include a continental breakfast, lunch, 18 holes of golf, golf cart, a gift of appreciation, 2 drink 
tickets and dinner from Mission BBQ, which will include optional “to go” dinners.  The price is $125 per golfer 
or $500 for a foursome.  

In addition, please consider becoming a sponsor.  All sponsors will be recognized on the grounds at the event, in 
the event program and on the Independence Kiwanis website.  We offer a variety of sponsorship opportunities 
including:

•  Hole in One Sponsor -$1,200 (includes prominent signage & 4 golf registrations)
•  Continental Breakfast Sponsor - $500  SOLD
•  Lunch Sponsor - $1,000 (includes prominent signage)
•  Dinner Sponsor - $1,000 (includes prominent signage)
•  Drink Cart Sponsor - $600 Full Sponsor ($300 Co-Sponsor) 
•  Longest Drive Sponsor Women & Men- $300 each (includes signage on hole)
•  Closest to Pin Women & Men - $300 each (includes signage on hole)
•  Longest Putt Women & Men- $300 each (includes signage on hole)
•  Individual Hole Sponsorship - $150 (includes signage on hole)
•  Golf Ball Sleeve Sponsor (144 golfers) - $500 (includes prominent signage)
•  Golf Towel Sponsor (144 golfers) - $650 (includes prominent signage)
•  Swag bags and swag contents (144 golfers) - Donate items or cash
•  Financial Donations, Gifts or Gift Certificates Accepted for Raffles
•  Memorial Sponsors - $100 to honor your veteran, Kiwanis member, or deceased loved one 
 (includes special memorial)

Register and donate on-line at Independencekiwanis.com or mail this completed form to 6491 Pebblecreek 
Dr., Independence, Ohio 44131. For questions call Chairperson Jackie Horn at 216-524-6297 or email 
kiwanisgolf2021@gmail.com
 

Thank you for your support of our Veterans and Kiwanis!
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Tuesdays and Wednesdays: Lunch is served at 11:30 AM
Fridays: Doors open at 11:30 am  and lunch is served at 12 PM unless otherwise noted

$5 resident 
$7 resident's guest 

$5 resident 
$7 resident's guest 

$5 resident 
$7 resident's guest 

$3 resident 
$5 resident's guest 

$3 resident 
$5 resident's guest 

$3 resident 
$5 resident's guest 

$3 resident 
$5 resident's guest 

$3 resident 
$5 resident's guest 

$3 resident 
$5 resident's guest 

$3 resident 
$5 resident's guest 

$3 resident 
$5 resident's guest 

10:30 AM

$5 resident 
$7 resident's guest 



www.independenceohio.org 11

Meet the Newest Members of the Police and 
Fire Departments

It was my honor to swear in three new police officers 
and a new firefighter/paramedic in June. 

Leanne Harvan is a life-long Independence resident 
and 2013 graduate of Independence High School.  
Her late father Tom served with the Garfield Heights 
Police Department, and her uncle Jon Golden is the 
Macedonia Chief of Police.  Leanne graduated from 
the University of Akron and most recently served with 
the Peninsula Police Department.

Tyler Mercado always knew he wanted a career in public 
safety. He graduated from St. Edward’s High School 
and Cleveland State University and interned two 
summers with the federal Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA).   Tyler had previously served as an officer with 
the Cleveland Police Department. His great grandfather 
was the Chief of Police for the City of Uhrichsville in 
Tuscarawas County.  

Independence resident Andrew Neuman began his 
career with the City working as a weight room supervisor 
for the Recreation Department.   The Independence 
High School graduate had been working as a part-time 
police officer in Marblehead.   

Daniel Snyder of New Franklin is the newest firefighter/
paramedic with the Independence Fire Department. 
He previously worked as a firefighter/paramedic for the 
Coventry and Canton Fire Departments.  He and his 
family live in New Franklin. 

L-R: Chief Michael Kilbane, Tyler 
Mercado, Leanne Harvan, Mayor 

Gregory Kurtz

L-R: Chief Kilbane, Andrew 
Neuman, Mayor Gregory Kurtz

L-R: Chief Steven Rega, Mayor 
Gregory Kurtz, Daniel Snyder 
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Have a Safe Fourth of July 
Having a safe Fourth of July takes a few precautions 
and some common sense. The law allows the 
unrestricted sale and use of novelty fireworks such 
as sparklers, snaps, low snakes, and smoke bombs, 
except where banned by local communities. These 
are exempt from the definition of fireworks and are 
not regulated (Ohio Rev Code Ann. SS 3743.80).

Did you know that sparklers burn at 1,200 degrees 
Fahrenheit and clothing ignites at approximately 
900 degrees? Your Fire Department believes that 
people who know how, when, and where to use 
fireworks will reduce the number and severity of 
injuries and dollar loss.

Note to parents: Actions by children under the age 
of 18 are the legal responsibility of parents. Misuse 
of fireworks causing death, injury, or property loss 
could incur civil liability.

Always: 
• Read and follow instructions
• Buy from a reliable fireworks dealer
• Ignite outdoors
• Store in a cool, dry place
• Have a responsible adult present
• Have a water or fire extinguisher present
•  Use fireworks out of doors, away from buildings 
 and dry fields
•  Light only one at a time; move away quickly and  
 keep a safe distance
•  Soak fireworks in water before disposal

Never:
•  Re-ignite malfunctioning fireworks
•  Give to small children
•  Carry in your pocket
•  Alter or experiment with fireworks
•  Discharge fireworks near flammable liquids or on 
 a glass or metal container
•  Use fireworks in a crowd or throw them at people,  
 pets, or moving vehicles

These are not legal for home use in Independence:
• Cylindrical or cone fountains
• Wheels or ground spinners
• Helicopters or aerials
• Missile type rockets
• Skyrockets
• Bottle rockets
• Firecrackers
• Salutes
• Chasers

 

Fire Hydrant Maintenance
The Fire Department will continue performing 
maintenance on the City’s fire hydrants throughout 
the summer months. Signs will be posted on the 
street to alert residents.

Hydrant flushing is similar 
to draining and flushing 
the hot water tank inside 
your home which should be 
done regularly. If your water 
is brownish after the street 
hydrant is serviced, let the cold 
water faucet at the lowest level 
of your home run until the 
water is clear.  Avoid washing 
clothes when hydrants are being flushed and be sure 
to flush your tank to remove sediment and deposits 
that build up in the water tank over time.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Summer Safety for Your Pets
Many people enjoy the booming sounds and 
flashing lights of Fourth of July fireworks, but 
they can be terrifying and overwhelming for pets. 
Many pets become so frightened by the noise and 
commotion of fireworks that they run away from 
familiar environments and sadly, become lost. 

The Humane Society encourages pet owners to 
keep their animals indoors and make sure pets have 
identification tags in the event they run away. Pets 
may refuse to eat, become hyperactive, or run away 
from home because of noise from fireworks.

Help your pets keep their cool by following four 
simple steps during loud—and hot— summer 
festivities.

1. Keep your pet safely away from fireworks
Pets are more sensitive to loud noises, flashing lights, 
and strong smells. On the Fourth of July  and other 
days when people are likely to set off fireworks, it's 
best to leave your pets safely indoors, preferably with 
a radio or TV turned on to soften jarring noises. 
Even pets that are usually kept outdoors should be 
brought inside.

If you are going to an Independence Day event and 
cannot leave your pet unattended at home, keep 
them leashed and under your direct control at all 
times.

2. If your pet is scared by fireworks, ask a 
veterinarian for help
There are medications and techniques that may 
help alleviate your pet's fear and anxiety. 

3. Protect your pet from heatstroke during 
summer festivities
Another reason to keep your pets away from the 
often noisy celebrations of summer is heat. High 

temperatures put your pet 

at risk of heatstroke, which can become deadly 
very quickly. Keep an eye on your pets and act 
immediately if you see any signs of heatstroke.

NEVER leave your pet in a parked car, even if the day 
doesn’t seem that warm. The temperature outside 
may be a balmy 72 degrees, but the temperature 
inside a closed vehicle can rocket to a fatal 116 
degrees in less than an hour. Also, remember that 
hot pavement can be dangerous to unprotected 
paws. If it’s too hot for you to hold your hand to 
the ground for five seconds, it's not safe for your 
dog to walk on.

4. Safeguard your pet with a collar and ID tag
All pets, even those kept indoors full-time, should 
always wear collars with ID tags. Indoor-only pets 
can become so frightened during fireworks displays 
that they may take desperate measures to escape 
the noise, including breaking through windows or 
screen doors. You should also ensure that your pet 
has a microchip and that it is registered with your 
current contact information.

If your pet does become lost, contact your 
local animal control and surrounding shelters 
immediately.

If you find a lost pet, either take them to the address 
on their tag or bring them to a local animal shelter 
so they can be reunited with their family.

– The Humane Society
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Deer Hunting - City Ordinance 618.151
Independence has instituted a very effective deer 
management program that has significantly reduced 
the number of car-deer collisions and property and 
vegetation damage caused by deer. The number of 
car-deer accidents in 2007 was 113. In 2020, the 
number fell to one.

The Police Department carefully inspects hunting 
areas and monitors the hunting process to ensure 
safety and compliance with all City and state 
requirements. The Police Chief personally reviews 
and approves each hunting application. Additionally, 
this ordinance strictly prohibits any hunting where 
there would be a potential hazard to the safety of 
persons or property.

As part of the permit process, each approved 
applicant is issued two identification number 
placards that must be prominently displayed 
on the front and back of the hunter while they are 
traveling to and from their deer stand. Hunters are 
not required to wear placards while occupying the deer 
stand. 

The ordinance also requires each hunter to report 
the number of does and bucks harvested after the 
season. Even if no deer are harvested, the permit 
holder must contact the Police Department to 
report a zero total. 

With this information is vital for the City to 
monitor the program's effectiveness and report the 
statistics accurately. Numerous permit holders who 
neglect to call in their totals cause an undue amount 
of work for the Police Department's clerical staff in 
tracking down and making contact with the hunters. 
If a permit holder fails to meet the requirement of 
calling in their totals at the end of the season, they 
may not be issued a permit for the following season.

Permit Required to Hunt Deer
Application Deadline: September 17, 2021
The 2021-2022 deer archery season begins on 
September 25, 2021, and concludes on February 
6, 2022. The Police Department issues archery 
deer hunting permits subject to restrictions of City 
Ordinance 618.151 and in compliance with all Ohio 
Division of Wildlife regulations. Ohio regulations 
are online at wildlife.ohiodnr.gov – just click on the 
Hunting and Trapping link on the page.

Starting August 2, 2021, through September 17, 
2021, applications may be picked up and turned in 
at the Independence Police Department Mondays 
through Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Permits will 
only be issued from August 2 through September 
17 and will be good for the entire archery season. 

NO PERMITS WILL BE ISSUED AFTER THE 
HUNTING SEASON STARTS.

Please call the Police Department at 216-524-0375 
if you have any questions or concerns regarding deer 
hunting or the City Ordinance that regulates it.
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT

YARD WASTE DISPOSAL 
The Service Department picks up yard waste on 
residents’ regular rubbish day. Yard waste consists of 
grass clippings, leaves, branches under one inch in 
diameter, and other plant material. 

Yard waste must be contained in paper bags, boxes, or 
open containers not weighing more than 50 lbs. Do not 
place yard waste, mulch, or compost in the recycling 
cart supplied by the City. The Service Department will 
not pick up loose grass clippings or leaves. 

Residents can purchase a yard waste Toter can (green 
lid) for $64. Call the Independence Service Department 
at 216-524-9191 to order.

CHIPPER
Chipper service is a free, year-round service. Here are 
the requirements for branches to be chipped:

•  Branches must be between one and eight inches in  
 diameter and no more than four feet long.   
•  Branches for the chipper must be on the treelawn  
 with the cut ends facing towards the street. 
•  Anything over eight inches in diameter must be cut
 into log-size pieces and placed on the treelawn.  
•  Residents should call the Service Department at 
 216-524-9191 to schedule curbside chipper service  
 when all branches are on the treelawn.  
•  Any large amounts of chipper material require the  
 rental of a dumpster.  

TREE CONTRACTORS:
Residents hiring tree contractors must first contact 
the Building Department to verify the contractor is 
registered with the City of Independence.

Tree contractors are responsible for disposing of all of 
the tree material, including branches, stumps, logs, etc. 
The City of Independence Service Department will 
NOT pick up any tree material left on the treelawn by 
a tree contractor. 

SPECIAL PICK UP OF QUALIFYING ITEMS
Only the items listed below qualify for a Special Pick 
Up on Fridays

• Appliances (refrigerators, washers, dryers,   
 dishwashers, stoves, etc.)
• Metal items (lawnmowers, snow blowers, A/C  
 units, scrap metal, dehumidifiers, etc.)
• Light bulbs, fluorescent tubes, CFL bulbs, etc.
• Computers, printers, monitors, shredders,   
 keyboards, towers, etc.
• Paints, oil, chemicals, stains, batteries, propane 
 tanks, etc.

Residents must call the Service Department at 
216-524-9191 by THURSDAY of any given week to 
schedule a Special Pick Up on Friday.  

ITEMS PICKED UP ON YOUR REGULAR RUBBISH DAY
Residents do not need to call the Service Department 
if they are disposing of any items listed below. These 
items should be placed on the treelawn next to your 
rubbish cart on your regular pick up day: 

•  Mattresses, box springs
•  Toilets, shower stalls, hot tubs (cut up)
•  Pool tables, ping pong tables, pool covers
•  Microwave ovens, TVs (all sizes)
•  Couches, chairs, wood tables
•  Carpet & padding (must be rolled into four-foot 
 length rolls not weighing more than 50 pounds 
 a piece)
•  Lumber, wooden cabinets, ladders

All the items listed above will be picked up ONLY on 
your regular rubbish day - no exceptions. 

Any home remodeling/contractor material must be 
disposed of by the contractor and not placed on the 
treelawn. 

Should you have a large amount of rubbish, construction 
debris, or yard waste, please call the Service Department 
to reserve a dumpster.
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS

COUNCIL MEETING – JULY 13, 2021

MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
On behalf of the City, I want to 
extend our deepest condolences 
to the family of a 17-year-old boy 
who drowned after jumping into 
a quarry at the former Haydite 
mine over the weekend. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
the teen's parents, sisters, friends, 

and extended family.

I also want to acknowledge the exceptional efforts 
of the Independence Police and Fire Departments 
and the regional rescue team from 19 surrounding 
communities who responded that evening.  

As we begin the second half of 2021, the City is 
emerging from the tumult created by the pandemic 
with valuable insights into our agility and ability 
to respond to sudden changes effectively. We also 
recognized the urgency for the City to move toward 
digital transformation to keep pace with the "next 
normal.” 

This year, City Council approved the  
implementation of Tyler Technologies' Enterprise 
Asset Management (EAM) platform for the 
Engineering and Service Departments. The 
objective:

• Identify cost and operational inefficiencies.
• Improve citizens' services.
• Elevate and streamline communication with  

 residents and other stakeholders.
• Improve accountability and data-driven 
 decision-making.

Tyler Technology relies on a geographic information 
system (GIS) rooted in the science of geography. It 
is a framework that allows individuals to analyze 
spatial locations and organizes layers of information 
using maps and 3D scenes. I am proud to announce 
that I have hired Christina "Chrissy" Lingenfelter, 
a certified GIS professional and City Planner, to 
be the Project Manager. Chrissy has more than 
20-years of local government experience and comes 
to us from the City of Green. 

The Community Services and Recreation 
Department staffs continue to evaluate the results 
of the recent residents’ survey about programs, 
facilities, events, and activities.  I want to thank 
every resident for their creative and constructive 
ideas. Your input will assist us as we explore ways to 
better serve the needs of our community. 
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
Back to highlighting the role finance 
plays in local governance, of the 23 total 
Ordinances and Resolutions on this 
evening’s Legislative Agenda, seventeen 

of them have a financial component, and twelve of 
them approve expenditures not to exceed almost 
$3.2 million.

Two of the Ordinances with significant financial 
investment components are:

David Grendel Kathleen Kapusta Tom Narduzzi Kenn Synek Jim Trakas Dale Veverka Chris Walchanowicz 
 Vice Mayor Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson

Kathleen Kapusta

Vision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
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Ordinance 2021-66: Accepting the bid of Chagrin 
Valley Paving to complete almost $1.65 million 
worth of asphalt road work in 2021 on at least nine 
(9) streets.

Ordinance 2021-87: Accepting the bid of Catts 
Construction for the installation of sidewalks on 
the north side of Hillside Road between South 
Great Oaks Pkwy. and Hawthorne Trace at a cost 
of just under $1.17 million.

The completion of this project will provide a key 
link between the southern end of the Chestnut 
Woods subdivision and the existing sidewalks 
on the north side of Hillside Road, making the 
entire City/Community Campus area more safely 
accessible to walkers, bikers, runners, etc.

Ordinance 2021-74, partnering with Youth For 
Christ to run the faith neutral portion of the 
Campus Life program “only” has a $25,000 financial 
component to it. But the value of the services and 
programming that $25,000 provides to the youth 
of Independence could very well exceed any dollar 
amount that is placed on it.

Independence as a community is fortunate and 
blessed to be in a position to financially contribute 
to a program like Campus Life that can and does 
have such a positive impact on the young adults in 
Independence and provides such a supportive assist 
to the parents and schools located in Independence.

The Finance and Mayor’s Offices as well as Council 
are all carefully watching and planning for the 
potential outcome of some legislation working its 
way through the General Assembly in Columbus. 
This legislation would require local income taxes 
to go to the community where the work is being 
performed, which with remote and hybrid work 

arrangements becoming more 

prevalent, is not necessarily where the employer is 
located anymore.

With Independence featuring numerous businesses/
employers, it could be negatively impacted if hybrid 
work models predominate for office-type employees 
and local taxes go where the work is performed 
instead of where the employer is located. 

Municipal Income Tax Revenue for Independence 
has still been strong so far here in Independence in 
2021 even though there has been significant remote 
and/or hybrid work arrangements in place at many 
office-type employers. That is because current tax 
laws are still in effect.   

But the above-noted legislation working its way 
through Columbus and legal challenges working 
their way through the courts have communities like 
Independence across the state on high alert. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

GRENDEL – FINANCE
The Planning Commission met on June 
1st with only one item on the agenda. 
The Commission recommended 
that Council grant a two year Special 

Conditional Use Permit to Independence Auto, 
LLC to use the premises at 8600 Pleasant Valley 
Road to conduct an internet-based automobile 
sales and automobile detailing business. 

Council unanimously approved Ordinance 2021-
83 granting this Special Conditional Use Permit, 
subject to the following two conditions: (1) all 
sales and car detailing operations and work shall 
be conducted inside the building, and (2) all 
automobiles shall be parked inside the building, 
except automobiles may be parked in the rear of 
the building provided they are not visible from the 
public right-of-way of Pleasant Valley Road.

David Grendel Kathleen Kapusta Tom Narduzzi Kenn Synek Jim Trakas Dale Veverka Chris Walchanowicz 
 Vice Mayor Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson

Vision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
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I supported the passage of Ordinance 2021-85 
which authorized the Mayor to enter into a Job 
Relocation and Creation Grant Agreement with 
Commonwealth Rolled Products, Inc. to locate 
their corporate/sales office in 7,000 square feet of 
space at 6450 Rockside Woods Blvd. South. 

Commonwealth will relocate 40 employees with 
an annual payroll of $4,600,000 to Independence. 
Within three years the company plans to have 43 
employees with a payroll of $5,600,000. Estimated 
value of this grant is $82,000. Commonwealth’s 
lease will at least be for a seven-year duration.
 
I also supported Ordinance 2021-87 which accepted 
the bid of Catts Construction, Inc. for the Hillside 
Road (West) Sidewalk Improvement Project in an 
amount not to exceed $1,169,256.47.

The I.H.S. 2021 Track and Field team closed out 
the season with 5 different athletes earning All-
Ohio honors by finishing among the top 8 in their 
respective events. Juniors Emmett Stralka (three) 
and Kyle Zygmunt (two) earned multiple metals 
for their events. Both young men were part of a 
third place 4 x 200 meter relay team that broke a 
school record with a time of 1:30.85. Junior Jack 
Taliaferro and Senior Josh Belitz were the other 
members of the relay team. Freshman Casey Adams 
finished in eighth place in the long jump. Emmett 
finished sixth in the 100-meter dash and third 
in the 200-meter dash. Kyle finished sixth in the 
400-meter dash. 

Finally, the Blue Devils boys’ team tied for 10th 
place as a team in the State meet with 18 points. 
Congrats to all of our outstanding athletes as well 
as each and every member of the Class of 2021. 

Best of luck in all your future endeavors.

KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
I would like to express my sympathy to 
the families of: Joseph Caputo, Sandra 
Chojnowski, Jeannette Jenson, Jean 
Konfal, Lillian Kranstuber, Patricia 

Neff, Stanley Preneta, Betty Shadrach and Marvin 
Woolard. I am so sorry for the loss of your loved 
ones.

The first ordinance I wish to comment upon is 
2021-69, an ordinance authorizing the Mayor to 
enter into an agreement with NOPEC to receive 
an Energized Community Grant. NOPEC, the 
Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council, is a group 
Independence has been a member of since 2000, 
when this non-profit council of governments 
formed. This aggregation has grown over the 
decades to currently include 240+ communities in 
northeast Ohio, representing 950,000+ residents 
and small businesses. Being part of this consortium 
allows us to collectively negotiate for favorable gas 
and electric rates for our residents. As a resident 
you have the choice to participate with NOPEC, 
or with a provider of your choice. If you have any 
questions regarding this program, you can contact 
NOPEC directly at 855.667.3201 or Independence 
City Hall. 

Also, we have Ordinance 2021-74, which authorizes 
the City to enter into an agreement with Youth for 
Christ, to coordinate and direct the Campus Life 
Program for 2021-2022. We have been involved 
with this program, which works with the students in 
our Middle and High School, since 2010. While the 
needs of our youth have consistently been a priority 
of our City, this has been heightened due to the 
pandemic. Campus Life is one link in the integrated 
system of services available to our students. This 
service network encompasses classroom teachers, 
counselors, social workers, Police school resource 
officers and all who focus efforts on supporting 
our students. I will be voting to sustain this vital 
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program within our community.

I would like to extend my sincere congratulations 
to Michael Grande as he moves forward with his 
retirement. Having served our residents and our city 
for 38 years with our Fire Department, we express 
our appreciation for his dedication and wish him a 
well deserved retirement.

For those interested, you are welcome to attend the 
next Zoom meeting of the Community Services 
Committee. It will be held on June 29th at 4 p.m.

NARDUZZI – SAFETY
No report.

SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & 
DEVELOPMENT
The famous abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass is often credited with the quote 
“It is easier to build strong children 

than to repair broken men.” In that same spirit, 
I am proud to support ordinance 2021-74 which 
provides a $25,000 grant to the Campus Life 
Program. The Campus Life Program helps middle 
and high school students make good choices, 
establish a solid foundation for life, and positively 
impact their schools. The program is led by a 
dedicated and carefully-vetted team of counselors 
and advisors. The youth of Independence are the 
leaders of tomorrow. The world around them is 
swirling with temptations, anxieties, and vices that 
were inconceivable to previous generations. There 
is a strong public purpose in helping the youth 
of Independence to reach their full potential, and 
Ordinance 2021-74 does just that. 

I will not be supporting Ordinance 2020-129 which 
declares the property at 6030 

Brecksville Road to be a public nuisance. Reliable 
sources tell the City that this property is only days 
away from being transferred to a new owner. The 
prospective new owner is already taking steps 
to clean up the property. Given this impending 
ownership change, rushing this ordinance through 
tonight may be more about political grandstanding 
than actual problem solving. Furthermore, in my 
view, this ordinance is tantamount to the heavy hand 
of government trampling on the private property 
rights of an individual citizen. The 4th and 14th 
Amendments to the Constitution affirm a person’s 
right to possess and acquire private property, and 
severely limits the government’s ability to take 
property away from any citizen. As much as I wish 
the current owner of 6030 Brecksville Road did a 
better job of maintaining their property, I respect 
their Constitutional right to maintain (or not 
maintain) their private property. 

Best wishes to Mike Grande who is retiring after 
an illustrious 38 year career with the Independence 
Fire Department. Hope you and Chris enjoy a long, 
healthy and happy retirement together! Also, Happy 
Father’s Day to all the dads of Independence. May 
the love and respect your children give to you help 
balance out the worry and stress they have caused 
you. 

TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Mayor Kurtz, Vice Mayor Grendel, 
Finance Director Blaze, Members of 
Council, Citizens of Independence. 
The Utilities Committee did not meet 
during the month of May, nor do we 

have plans to meet in June. Current events in the 
community have taken much time and effort of our 
city officials, and we will reconvene in July.

While I do not have a formal Utilities Report, I 
do want to just take one moment to applaud the 
extraordinary work of Mayor Kurtz and the City 
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Administration in dealing with multiple challenges 
in such a capable manner, and to great benefit for 
the residents of our community. Mayor, you have 
handled evolving situations with dignity and respect 
to our laws, our community, and for the good of all 
involved. Mayor, thank you for all your hard work on 
behalf of the people. Economic development issues, 
criminal behavior from outside of this community 
that has spilled over into our city, the evolving 
pandemic related problems, all challenges that have 
been met, and you have exceeded expectations to 
assure that Independence continues to protect and 
nurture our citizens. These are defining moments 
as to the testament of leadership, and Mayor, you 
and our City are passing these tests. 

That is my report, may everyone enjoy a very 
enjoyable celebration of the 245th year of 
Independence of the United States of America on 
Independence Day. I close with an appropriate 
quotation from America’s 2nd President and 
Founding Father John Adams: “Liberty must at 
all hazards be supported. We have a right to it, 
derived from our Maker. But if we had not, our 
fathers have earned and bought it for us, at the 
expense of their ease, their estates, their pleasure, 
and their blood.”

VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
The Streets and Sidewalks Committee 
has a meeting scheduled for June 15th 
to discuss the progress of projects 
currently taking place in the City. We 

will also be prioritizing alternative asphalt and 
concrete projects. I biked up Brookside Road 
yesterday to observe the pouring of a portion of the 
second lane on the Upper Project. The pour was 
completed today as the rainstorm yesterday halted 
the pour Monday. Sidewalks along Hillside Road 
East of Brecksville Road to Twin Creeks have been 
completed.

On tonight’s agenda, I will be supporting Ordinance 
2021-66 (Chagrin Valley Paving), and 2021-80 
(Catts Construction) for asphalt and concrete work 
throughout the City.

I also will be supporting Ordinance 2021-76 
(American Rescue Act) approving the receipt of 
funds from the Federal government for infrastructure 
repairs and improvements. I hope that much of the 
money will be targeted to replacing aging water 
mains and sewer lines in Independence.

I will not be supporting Ordinance 2021-74 (Youth 
for Christ). Years ago the program approached 
the City for start-up funding, but now years later 
we still provide annual financial support. City 
funds are to be used for secular programs, but we 
already have a program in place that the City, in 
cooperation with the schools, support our young 
people. I cannot believe that City financial support 
of a program entitled “Youth for Christ” might be 
incorrectly interpreted as City financial support of 
a religious organization.

Happy Father’s Day to all the fathers and father 
figures that have played roles in our lives. I think 
about my Dad as I view his banner along Brecksville 
Road.

WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & 
BUILDINGS
May has come and gone, we didn’t have 
the greatest weather but that’s okay. Our 
spring and summer sports programs are 

full speed ahead, and it is awesome to see all the 
kids play either baseball or softball. 

I was extremely frustrated to hear about a few 
incidents that happened at Liberty Playground. To 
those families, I am wholeheartedly sorry that you 
had to go through that, and also to the families that 
had to witness it. Thank you to our Administration 
for beefing up the Police patrol in our park. 
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We had a great turnout for Memorial Day. Mayor 
Kurtz and our speaker did an amazing job. Special 
thanks goes out to C.J. Hanabik and the rest of 
Pack 297 for a great job raising our flag during the 
ceremony.

School is out for the summer, our outdoor pool is 
open, so let’s all be safe and respect others around 
you when you are there.

I would also like to mention Jessica Hyser and her 
staff in our Economic Development Department. 
She continues to bring new business to our City, 
another one this month. Keep up the stellar work.

To the unfortunate incident that happened at the 
quarry, may we pray for that young man’s family.

Let’s all have a good month of June and enjoy our 
Thursday night band concerts and food trucks.

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS

BUILDING OFFICIAL – GERO
The Building Department is continuing 
to review plans, issue permits, and 
perform inspections. We are continuing 
to take precautions to keep both our 

employees and our customers safe and healthy. Feel 
free to use e-mail or call should you need to contact 
us.

Over the last month, the Building Department 
sent out nine sets of construction drawings for plan 
review. Sixteen commercial permits were issued, 
and 25 commercial construction inspections were 
performed.  Plans were approved for tenant build 
out at 6500 Rockside Road.

The Department also issued 57 residential permits 
and performed 101 residential construction 

inspections. Plans were 

reviewed and approved for a new dwelling on 
Hillside Road. Occupancy permits were issued for 
a 3,429 sq. ft. single family dwelling and a 3,691 
sq. ft. single family dwelling, both on Linden 
Lane. Eighteen new dwellings are currently under 
construction in the City and there are three more in 
the plan review process.

Spring is here and our inspectors have been and 
will be actively addressing issues to improve the 
appearance of our community. 

CITY ENGINEER – RAMM
A total of thirteen (22) permits were 
issued: Five (5) Right-of-Way Permits 
were issued. Two (2) to install a new 
residential gas service connection. One 

(1) to install sewers at a new dwelling. Two (2) to 
install fiber optic cable. One (1) Road Opening 
Permit was issued to open the road for utilities for 
a new dwelling. Four (4) Residential Plumbing 
Permits were issued to repair/replace storm or 
sanitary sewers. Three (3) Miscellaneous Concrete 
Permits were issued to install or replace residential 
concrete driveways. Three (3) Miscellaneous 
Concrete Commercial Permits were issued to 
perform concrete work. Three (3) Grade Permits 
and three (3) Landscape Permits were issued to home 
builders for New Dwellings. Two (3) Topographic 
Site Plans were reviewed and approved for new 
residential homes. One (1) for Sublot 175 South 
Great Oaks, One (1) for 9419 Hillside Road and 
One (1) for 6345 Latonia Road.

We have been overseeing the work of Catts 
Construction in connection with our 2021 
Concrete Road Maintenance & Repairs Program. 
Ordinance 2021-80 on tonight’s agenda would 
authorize an additional $100,000 of funding to 
perform additional concrete repairs this summer. 

DiGioia-Suburban Excavating is substantially 
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complete with work in connection with the Hillside 
Road Sidewalk Improvements (East) Project. They 
are performing final grading and restoration on the 
project. 

Fabrizi Trucking & Paving continues to perform 
work on our Upper Brookside Road - Phase 2 Project. 
They recently installed the easterly lane of concrete 
pavement and are currently working on drive apron 
installations on the east side of the street. Ordinance 
2021-81 on tonight’s agenda would authorize a 
contract modification with the Environmental 
Design Group (EDG) in the amount of $32,000 
to continue in their role to perform construction 
observation and inspection on this project.

Bids were opened on Friday, May 7th for our 2021 
Asphalt Road Maintenance & Repairs Contract. 
Ordinance 2021-66 on tonight's agenda will 
authorize the base bid of Chagrin Valley Paving 
in the amount of $1,644,674.58. This contract 
includes Alternate Bids for a variety of different 
work areas, which will be discussed at the June 15th 
Streets & Sidewalks Committee Meeting. 

We have coordinated for an emergency culvert 
repair needed on Hillside Road in the vicinity of the 
Vineyard Road intersection. Ordinance 2021-79 on 
tonight’s agenda authorizes an emergency contract 
with Independence Excavating in the amount of 
$62,000 to perform the work, which should take 
place yet this month. 

Bids were received on Thursday, June 3rd for the 
Hillside Road Sidewalk Improvements (West) 
Project. This project will include road widening, 
drainage improvements, concrete curb, sidewalk 
and drive apron installations on the north side of 
Hillside Road between Hawthorn Trace and the I-77 
overpass. Ordinance 2021-87 on tonight’s agenda 
authorizes the contract to Catts Construction, Inc. 
in the amount of $1,169,256.47. Work is expected 

to be performed this summer and throughout the 
Fall.

Lastly, we have been working to prepare and to 
submit our 2020 Annual Storm Water Report that 
is due to the Ohio EPA every year, in connection 
with the operation of our Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer (MS4) Permit. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES
For the first time since March 2020, we are able 
to offer City organizations and residents indoor 
rental space in the Civic Center and at Old Town 
Hall. Bookings may be made starting June 10th and 
events may be held starting July 10th. 

The Community Services Atrium has reopened and 
we are happy to restart our free coffee service every 
weekday for residents. Stop by after your workout 
or morning walk for a fresh cup of hot coffee. 

We are excited to start our Summer Camp and 
Summer Playground programs this month. We 
are busy onboarding our seasonal staff and getting 
everything ready for the children. Our programmers 
have been working hard over the last several months 
to make sure our kids have an enjoyable and safe 
summer.

Red Cross Blood Drives will be at the Elmwood 
Recreation Center Monday, June 12th from 1 - 7 
pm and Monday, June 26th from 9 am - 3 pm. The 
July 26th Blood Drive is the Cedar Point drive - 
all donors will receive a Cedar Point ticket for their 
donation. Appointments are strongly suggested. 
Visit redcrossblood.org to make your appointment 
and for more information. 

We will be resuming our annual Farmers Market in 
the center of town on Sundays from 9 am - 1 pm. 
The market opens Sunday, July 11th and will run 
every week until Sunday, September 19th. This is 
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a convenient place to stop get fresh produce and 
other products for you and your family. 

FIRE CHIEF – REGA
Resolution 2021-03 on tonight’s agenda 
allows Firefighter/Paramedic Mike 
Grande to retain his Independence Fire 
Department Helmet and Badge. Mike 

retired from the department on May 23rd with over 
38 years of service to the City of Independence.  

Mike started out his career as a part-time firefighter 
in Oct. 1982 and later obtained full-time status 
in 1986. His career can only be characterized as 
a hardworking and determined member of the 
department. Mike was always willing to step up and 
help when needed. In addition to his normal duties, 
he was a member of our regional hazmat team when 
it was first founded in the early 1990’s, a longtime 
member of our city’s wellness committee, our fire 
station maintenance coordinator for many years, 
the fire extinguisher maintenance coordinator for 
all city buildings and vehicles throughout his career 
and our Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) 
coordinator for years.  

His hard-working no-nonsense attitude will be 
missed and hard to replace. I wish him all the best 
in his retirement.  

POLICE CHIEF – KILBANE
We would like to congratulate four 
members of the Independence Police 
Department who are retiring this month 
after over thirty years of service each. 
Lieutenant James Kroeger, Detective 

Rich Paine, Patrolman Charles Kingzett and part-
time Patrolman Dan Luciano have all served the 
citizens of Independence and greatly contributed 
to the safety of our community. We wish them the 
absolute best in retirement and want to express our 

sincere gratitude for their 

outstanding service to our City.

We also welcomed two new members to the Police 
Department on June 3rd. Mayor Kurtz administered 
the oath of office to Patrol Officers Leanne 
Harvan and Tyler Mercado. Officer Harvan is an 
Independence High School graduate and attended 
the police academy at Cleveland Heights. She 
previously worked as a part-time officer in Peninsula. 
Officer Mercado is a graduate of St. Edward High 
School and has served as a Cleveland Police Officer 
for the past year. Both of these outstanding young 
officers meet the high standard Independence sets 
for its safety forces and upon completion of their 
field training program they will provide great service 
to our residents and businesses.

RECREATION DIRECTOR – 
WALCHANOWICZ
I am happy to report that since June 2, 
our operations in the Civic Center facility 
are just about back to normal. Masks are 

no longer required, but are recommended for those 
unvaccinated. All the upstairs workout equipment 
is back open, the steam room is now operational, 
and the gym, atrium and racket ball court are fully 
open!

The outdoor pool officially opened on Memorial 
Day, and we are off to a great start! We have had some 
nice hot pool weather so far and our operations are 
back to normal with the exception of the upstairs 
party room. We still have this area closed because 
we still have residency restrictions in place.

I am also happy to report that we will be taking 
facility rentals for our other buildings such as the 
Elmwood Rec Center and Liberty Station! These 
facilities will be available starting July 10 and we 
will begin taking bookings on June 10.  
Our Little League season is well under way with 
all age divisions playing this year. We have a record 
number of over 500 participants signed up! Our Kick 
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Start program began this past Saturday with over 
70 enrolled for this age group! The new “Summer 
Fitness Club” begins this coming Monday and as of 
now, we have over 125 participants! 

It is nice to see everything opening up and our 
participation rates rapidly increasing. We hope 
everyone has a safe and enjoyable summer!

SERVICE DIRECTOR – KARAS
Over the past month the Service 
Department has been out performing 
routine maintenance throughout the 
City. Crews have been busy performing 

landscape maintenance, mowing lawns, asphalt 
patching, crack sealing, rubbish, recycling and yard 
waste collection. 

This past month waste and recycling crews picked up 
339.9 tons of rubbish and 60.31 tons of recycling.

In addition to our everyday tasks the Department 
put up a total of over 192 hanging flower baskets 
along Brecksville Road, Selig Rd, Rockside Road, 
Pleasant Valley Road, Rockside Woods Blvd North, 
Oaktree Blvd South, the gazebo and bandstand. 
The Department completed the installation of 104 
hometown hero banners along Brecksville Road 
and Pleasant Valley Road and installed 42 business 
district banners on Rockside Road. The Department 
also helped out the Independence High School 
and installed 69 banners for the 2021 high school 
graduates.

This year the compost delivery was a success, and 
all of the City’s compost has been delivered. This 
year the Department has delivered several hundred 
5 & 10 yards loads of compost to the residents for 
a total of 1,975 yards. The Service Department 
is completely out of compost and will have more 
compost ready for delivery in the spring of 2022.

TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTOR – 
SNYDERBURN
Technical Service Department is working 
on the installation of two high resolution 
cameras that will observe and record the 

entire Liberty Playground zone. The cameras’ perch 
will be high enough to cover the entire area and 
provide a birds-eye view to ensure the safety of our 
residents. 

Technical Service Department installed new concert 
style speakers on the west side of the Square adjacent 
to the Memorial. We are able to utilize wireless 
mics via wi-fi. The Memorial Day observance on 
the Square was much more pleasing in an audible 
sense as residents were concerned of not being able 
to hear the orator as in years past. 

Sunshine! “The Most Precious Gold” To Be Found 
On Earth. 

Have An Amazing Summer!

LEGISLATION
ORDINANCE 2020-129 An Ordinance (Rev. 1) 
declaring the dwelling and accessory buildings at 
6030 Brecksville Road in the City of Independence 
to be an unsafe building and therefore a public 
nuisance as defined in City Codified Ordinance 
1369.01, declaring the dwelling at 6030 Brecksville 
Road and accessory buildings in the City of 
Independence to be insecure, unsafe, or structurally 
defective under Ohio Revised Code Section 715.26, 
and authorizing the Law Director to notify the 
owner of, and declaring an emergency. Enacted 4 
yes/3 no (S,T,V).

ORDINANCE 2021-66 An Ordinance accepting 
the base bid of Chagrin Valley Paving, Inc. for the 
City’s 2021 Asphalt Road Maintenance and Repairs 
Contract. (In the base bid amount not to exceed 
$1,644,674.58). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
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ORDINANCE 2021-67 An Ordinance amending 
Ordinance 2020-87 in connection with Kimble 
Companies Inc. recycling processing services. (For 
the period beginning September 1, 2020 and ending 
August 31, 2022, to a total amount not to exceed 
$111,400.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-68 An Ordinance 
authorizing the disposal of the City’s surplus goods 
and equipment through Govdeals Online Auction 
Service. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-69 An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into an agreement with NOPEC 
to receive Energized Community Grant(s) for 2021. 
(Authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Grant Agreement 
with NOPEC, to accept one or more NEC Grant(s) for 
2021, for use in projects that reduce electric and/or gas 
consumption through facility improvements). Enacted 
7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-70 An Ordinance accepting 
the bid of Abel Truck parts for the supply of various 
heavy-duty truck parts, on an as-needed basis, for 
the Service Department. (For the period beginning 
upon enactment of this Ordinance and ending May 
31, 2022, in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00). 
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-71 An Ordinance accepting 
the bid of Valley Ford Truck, Inc. to supply Ford 
passenger, police, and commercial vehicle repairs, 
parts and labor on an as-needed basis.  (For the 
period beginning upon enactment of this Ordinance 
and ending May 31, 2022, in an amount not to exceed 
$40,000.00). Removed for further review.

ORDINANCE 2021-72 An Ordinance accepting 
the bid of Cleveland Freightliner, Inc. (dba Valley 
Freightliner) for the supply of parts and labor to 
repair and maintain the City’s Freightliner Trucks 

on an as-needed basis. (For the 

period beginning upon enactment of this Ordinance 
and ending May 31, 2022, in an amount not to exceed 
$30,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-74 An Ordinance authorizing 
the City to enter into an agreement with Youth for 
Christ to coordinate and direct the Campus Life 
Program for the 2021 – 2022 school year. (In an 
amount not to exceed $20,000.00). Enacted 6 yes/1 
no (V).

ORDINANCE 2021-76 An Ordinance creating 
the American Rescue Plan Act Fund. Enacted 7 
yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-77 An Ordinance enacting 
new Chapter 796 of the Codified Ordinances of the 
City of Independence requiring peace officers to be 
present on the premises for hotels, motels, transient 
hotels, transient motels, extended stay hotels, 
extended stay motels, residential hotels, residential 
motels, and banquet facilities for events in which 
alcohol is served or permitted to be consumed. 
Placed on Second Reading without objection.

ORDINANCE 2021-78 An Ordinance authorizing 
an increase in the amount of funds allocated to the 
retention of Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., LPA 
for professional legal services. (Authorizing an 
increase in the amount of funds allocated toward the 
retention of Attorney McLandrich and the law firm 
of Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., LPA, to represent 
Anthony Togliatti, in his former official and individual 
capacity, relative to the lawsuit, in an amount not to 
exceed $1,000.00 and for a total amount not to exceed 
$99,039.47). Enacted 5 yes/2 no (N,W).

ORDINANCE 2021-79 An Ordinance accepting 
the proposal of Independence Excavating, Inc. for 
emergency culvert repair at 6396 Hillside Road. (In 
a total amount not to exceed $62,000.00). Enacted 
7 yes/0 no. 
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ORDINANCE 2021-80 An Ordinance authorizing 
Change Order No. 2 to the City’s 2020-2021 
Concrete Road Maintenance and Repairs Contract 
with Catts Construction Company, Inc.  (In an 
amount not to exceed $100,000.00, and for a total 
contract amount not to exceed $879,868.50). Enacted 
7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-81 An Ordinance authorizing 
Change Order No. 1 to the City’s General 
Construction Engineering and Inspection Services 
Contract with Environmental Design Group, LLC 
in connection with the Upper Brookside Road – 
Phase 2 Improvements Project. (In an amount not 
to exceed $32,000.00, and for a total contract amount 
not to exceed $82,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-82 An Ordinance 
acknowledging the report of the Tax Incentive 
Review Council and authorizing continuation of 
certain tax incentive programs. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-83 An Ordinance granting 
a two-year special conditional use permit to 
Independence Auto, LLC for property located at 
8600 Pleasant Valley Road. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-84 An Ordinance authorizing 
modification agreements with the Auditor of 
State and Ciuni & Panichi, Inc. for additional 
professional services for fiscal years ending 2017, 
2019, and 2020. (For a total amount not to exceed 
$21,648.00 and for a total contract amount not to 
exceed $220,496.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-85 An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into a job relocation and creation 
grant agreement with Commonwealth Rolled 
Products, Inc. to retain operations within the City.  
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2021-86 An Ordinance declaring 

the dwelling and accessory buildings at 7622 
Brecksville Road in the City of Independence to be 
structurally defective and unsanitary and therefore 
a public nuisance as defined in City Codified 
Ordinance 1369.01, declaring the dwelling at 7622 
Brecksville Road and accessory buildings in the 
City of Independence to be unsafe, or structurally 
defective under Ohio Revised Code Section 715.261 
and authorizing the Law Director to notify the 
owner of, and declaring an emergency. Placed on 
Second Reading without objection.

ORDINANCE 2021-87 An Ordinance accepting 
the bid of Catts Construction, Inc. for the Hillside 
Road Sidewalk Improvements (West) Project. (In 
an amount not to exceed $1,169,256.47). Enacted 
7 yes/0 no.

RESOLUTION 2021-3 A Resolution authorizing 
Michael Grande to retain possession of his Fire 
Department Helmet and Duty Badge upon 
retirement.  Adopted 7 yes/0 no.

RESOLUTION 2021-4 A Resolution confirming 
the appointment by the Mayor of Cheryl Chase as a 
citizen member to the Planning Commission 2021 
– 2025. Adopted 7 yes/0 no.

PLANNING COMMISSION  
– June 1, 2021
8600 Pleasant Valley Road, Independence Auto, 
LLC – Requesting a Special Conditional Use Permit 
to permit a used car dealership to be located within 
the existing building. Approved.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
– June 17, 2021
8311 Hillside Road, Ryan & Heather MacRaild 
- Requesting a variance of 10 ft. to permit the 
front setback for a new dwelling to be 85 ft. (85 ft. 
requested, 75 ft. permitted).  Approved.
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6612 Great Oaks Parkway, Doug Myers - 
Requesting a variance to permit a fence to extend 
approximately 64 ft. past the front building line of 
the adjacent property (not permitted). Approved.

4925 West Ash Road, Linda Mutryn - Requesting 
a variance of 3’8” to permit an accessory structure 
to be 6’4” from the rear lot line (6’4” requested, 
10’ required) and a variance of 9’4” to permit an 
accessory structure to be 5’8” from the side lot line 
(5’8” requested, 15’ required). Approved.

6262 Brecksville Road, Andrzej Czarniecki 
- Requesting a variance to permit a 30’ x 60’ 
commercial-style greenhouse structure in a 
single-family residential (U-1) zoned district (not 
permitted). Denied.

6001 Quarry Lane, Delmonico’s - Requesting a 
variance to permit three additional wall signs on 
the existing restaurant building (not permitted). 
Approved.

COUNCIL WORKSHOP LEGISLATION  
– JUNE 22, 2012
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-77 An Ordinance 
enacting new Chapter 796 of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Independence requiring 
Peace Officers to be present on the premises for 
hotels, motels, transient hotels, transient motels, 
extended stay hotels, extended stay motels, residential 
hotels, residential motels, and banquet facilities for 
events in which alcohol is served or permitted to 
be consumed. Placed on Second Reading without 
objection.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-75 An Ordinance 
approving the Tax Budget for the year 2022. 
Enacted 6 yes/1 no (S).

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-88 An Ordinance 
accepting the proposal of Fairsite Technologies 
LLC for CIO services and on-site support for the 
IT Department. (On an as-needed basis, at a fixed 
hourly rate, and an on-site technician to assist the 
City's IT Department, 40 hours per week, with day-
to-day support calls and projects, for a one-year period 
commencing upon enactment of this Ordinance in 
an amount not to exceed $105,000.00). Enacted 6 
yes/1 no (T).

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-89 An Ordinance 
authorizing Change Order No. 2 to the Engineering 
Design Services Contract with Donald G. Bohning 
& Associates, Inc. in connection with the Rockside 
Woods Boulevard North – Road and Utility 
Extension Project (Rev. 1). (In an amount not to 
exceed $170,600.00, and for a total amount not to 
exceed $483,023.74). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-90 An Ordinance 
authorizing Change Order No. 1 to the General 
Construction Engineering and Inspection Services 
Contract with ACM Construction Management 
LLC (Rev. 1). (In an amount not to exceed 
$50,000.00 and for a total contract amount not to 
exceed $100,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-91 An Ordinance 
authorizing Change Order No. 4 to the agreement 
with E.L. Robinson Engineering for professional 
engineering design services in connection with 
Brecksville Road Improvements (RocksideRroad 
to S.R. 17 Cloverleaf ). (In an amount not to exceed 
$74,554.00, and for a total contract amount not to 
exceed $934,069.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-92 An Ordinance 
amending Section 105.01 of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Independence relating to 
location and attendance of meetings. Enacted 6 yes/1 
no (T).
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Caucus 5:30 pm

Regular Council 
Mtg. 7 pm

Safety Committee 
Mtg. 3:30 pm

Planning Commission 
Mtg. following 

Caucus 5:30 pm

Summer Concert 
7 pm

Summer Concert 
7 pm

Summer Concert 
7 pm

Summer Concert 
7 pm

Architectural 
Board of Review 

3 pm

Please call City Hall 
for Mayor’s Listening 

Night 5-6 pm

Independence Day 
Observed – City Hall 

Closed

Farmer’s Market
9 am – 1 pm

Farmer’s Market
9 am – 1 pm

Farmer’s Market
9 am – 1 pm

Independence Day

Architectural Board of 
Review 4 pm

Board of Zoning 
Appeals following 

Caucus 5:30 pm

Summer Concert 
7 pm

J
U

L
Y

J
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Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.org
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Independence Day: 
Sunday, July 4th  
Civic Center Closed

Utilities Comm.
Mtg. 4:30 pm

Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216-328-1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org

* PLEASE CHECK THE CITY WEBSITE TO DETERMINE IF PUBLISHED MEETINGS ARE VIRTUAL OR IN-PERSON.*




